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III. Database of Incidents and Individuals

1. Total Number of Incidents and Individuals

1) Cumulative Total number of incidents analyzed: 22,346 (99.4% up from 
2009)

Categories of Affected Human Rights
(16 categories)

White Paper 2010

Number of incidents Percentage (%) 

1. Right to Life 2,655 11.9

2. Personal Integrity and Right to Liberty 13,587 60.8

3. Right to Survival 869 3.9

4. Right to Health 225 1.0

5. Access to Education 138 0.6

6. Right to Movement and Residence 2,777 12.4

7. Right to Marry or Found a Family 67 0.3

8. Reproductive Rights 168 0.8

9. Right to Belief and Expression 137 0.6

10. Right to Freedom of Assembly and 
Association

5 0.0

11. Right to Property 211 0.9

12. Right to Political Participation 318 1.4

13. Labor Rights 475 2.1

14. Rights Applicable to Arrested, Imprisoned, 
Detained, Accused or Convicted Persons

643 2.9

15. Rights of Aliens 3 0.0

16. Other 68 0.3

Total 22,346 100.0

• As of July 2010, the size of data incorporated into the NKDB Database is 
22,346, a 99.4% increase since 2009. 
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Category Victim Perpetrator Witness 
(Eyewitness) Other Total

Number 11,243 441 1,226 53 12,963

Percentage (%) 86.7 3.4 9.5 0.4 100.0

• Human rights violations in North Korea occurs at the proportion of Personal 
Integrity and Right to Liberty (60.8%) > Right to Movement and Residence 
(12.4%) > Right to Life (11.9%) > Right to Survival (3.9%) > Rights Applicable 
to Arrested, Imprisoned, Accused or Convicted Persons (2.9%) > Labor 
Rights (2.1%), which demonstrates an evident concentration of abuses in the 
areas of Personal Integrity and Right to Liberty, Right to Movement and 
Residence and  Right to Life. 

2) Cumulative Total number of individuals involved: 12,963 (81.6% up from 
2009)

* An individual may be involved in a number of incidents but will only be 
recorded once as a victim, perpetrator, witness or other. If an individual has 
been a victim (despite having been a perpetrator) they will be recorded as 
a victim. If an individual has been both a witness and a perpetrator, they will 
be recorded as a perpetrator. 
  As of July 2010, 12,963 individuals have been incorporated into the NKDB 
Database, an 81.6% increase from 7,137 individuals in 2009. Among the 
number are 11,243 victims (86.7%), 441 prepertators (3.4%), 1,226 witnesses 
(9.5%), and 53 others (0.4%). 

3) Source

Category Interview Letter Newspaper
Publication or 

Published
Account

Questionnaire Total

Number 19,157 26 141 2,431 591 22,346

Percentage (%) 85.7 0.1 0.6 10.9 2.6 100.0
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4) Number of incidents by year
Reported human rights violations most frequently occurred in 2000-2005 
(40.0%). Incidents that took place in the 1990s (25.7%), 2006-2009 (14.1%), 
and 1980s (5.2%) also accounted for a significant number of reports. 

5) Number of incidents by region
Majority of reported incidents occurred in North Hamgyong Province and 
South Hamgyong Province (53.0% combined, 44.3% North Hangyong only). 
Majority of reported incidents occurred outside of North Korea is China 
accounts for 17.1%. This may reflect the origin of the majority of victims and 
witnesses.

6) Number of incidents by location of incident
The majority of the recorded human rights violations took place at 
government detention facilities such as State Security Agency (22.8%), 
Victim’s home (9.7%), Political prisoner’s camp (8.7%), Publich space 
(7.8%), Police holding camp (6.1%), Labor training camp (6.0%), prison 
(5.6%), and Victim’s place of employment (2.4%). 

7) Number of incidents according to charge against victim
Charges brought against victim in the reported incidents were mostly as 
follows: border crossing offense (40.0%), political offense (17.1%), felony 
offense (15.0%), misdemeanor offense (8.4%), guilt-by-association (7.5%), 
and economic crime (2.2%).
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2. Basic Information (regarding individuals)

1) Access to information contained in NKHRA database

Category Unrestricted Restricted Total

Number 2,017 10,946 12,963

Percentage (%) 15.6 84.4 100.0

2) Type of victim report: Individuals, Families, and Groups

Category Individual Family Group Total

Number 11,800 692 471 12,963

Percentage (%) 91.0 5.3 3.6 100.0

3) Accuracy of name of individuals involved in the incident

Category Real name Assumed name Unidentified Total

Number 8,924 38 4,001 12,963

Percentage (%) 68.8 0.3 30.9 100

4) Gender of information provider

Category Male Female Group Unidentified Total

Number 6,269 4,675 167 1,852 12,963

Percentage (%) 48.4 36.1 1.3 14.3 100.0


